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Halochos compiled by HaRav Chaim Bleier — Translated from the Hebrew edition by R' Zerachya Shicker

Please do not
read during
Davening or

Krias Hatorah

Chanukah |

Miscalculated the Day

Lit More Candles Than He Should Have

1.

If one mistakenly lit more candles than he should have, e.g., two
candles on the first night or four candles on the third night, some
say he did not fulfill the mehadrin manner of lighting. [This
commonly happens when one mistakenly lights the number of
candles he prepared for Motzei Shabbos on Erev Shabbos.] They
hold the reason we add a candle each night is to indicate which
night it is; if one lit too many, there is no way to tell which night it
is. According to this, he would need to extinguish all the candles
and relight the correct number of candles (v"0 o 2"n wn YAx "W).
However, most poskim say bedieved he fulfilled the mehadrin
manner of lighting, so he should only extinguish the extra candle
(™ o 2N NP VAV NMwa N 5" "0 ibw 79 7or nw). On Friday
night he may not extinguish it, but he still fulfilled the mehadrin
manner of lighting.

Lit Fewer Candles Than He Should Have

3.

One candle on the second night. If one lit one candle on the second
night [or any of the subsequent nights] without having another
candle in front of him or planning on getting another candle, some
say if he comes across another candle, he should light it with a
brachah as long as the first candle is still burning (mmx owa 2’yn»o
'pyIn oW Xan,o7n). It seems they hold that on Chanukah, one may
make a brachah on fulfilling the mehadrin aspect of the mitzvah even
if he already fulfilled the basic mitzvah. This is because Chazal
instituted the Yom Tov of Chanukah with the intent that a brachah
may be made on the mehadrin aspect alone, apart from the basic
mitzvah (x5 naw x"ow).

However, many poskim hold that in this case one should not make
a brachah on the additional candle since he already fulfilled the
basic mitzvah with one candle (v”>0 773p %52 X"n ,7'YIN 0 W™ XX 1'0o).
Planned on lighting two. If one made the brachah planning on lighting
two candles but forgot to light the second one, or he did not yet have
a second candle but knew he would soon get one, all poskim agree he
should not make a brachah on the second candle since he had it in
mind from the start (*po 2’yIn o0 2N X231 070 MR Dwa ~"3).

Two candles on the third night. If one mistakenly lit only two
candles on the third night and then got a third one, or if one made
an interruption by speaking after lighting the second candle, some
hold he should make a brachah on the third candle. Since he
already lit two candles, he showed he wants to fulfill the mehadrin
mitzvah and is not relying on fulfilling the basic mitzvah. Since he
has not yet fulfilled the mehadrin mitzvah — lighting two candles on
the third night actually detracts from the mehadrin mitzvah — he
should make a brachah on the additional candle (naw nov» wx1a 0o
71"9p PO MR 0"N3 M"Y ,10p 0 7'M NI I 'Y 3"3).

Mistake in Kriyas HaTorah

7.

If a minyan mistakenly read the parshah of the third nasi on the
second day [for example], they are still yotzei since the exact day is
not essential (’po 757N ~o 2"n). If the oleh did not yet make the
brachah after the aliyah, they should go back and read the proper
parshah (a mx mawn ’pod). If he already made the brachah, they
should not go back, even if the sefer Torah is still on the bimah. They
do not need to read the parshah they missed the next day. Some say
if the sefer Torah is still on the bimah, they should read the proper
parshah without the brachos before and after (po o»ni 7).

Lighting the Menorah on Erev Shabbos

Chanukah Candles, Then Shabbos Candles

8.

On Erev Shabbos, the Chanukah candles are lit before the Shabbos
candles. The brachos are made as usual even though the candles
are lit during the day (xnm v"yn 7o y"w). They must be lit after plag
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10.

249

[75 minutes before shekiyah] (a"po a"n). It is better to light closer to
shekiyah rather than closer to plag (x"n%3). Thus, the husband
should light the Chanukah candles a few minutes before the zman
for the Shabbos candles, each place according to its minhag, and
then the wife should light the Shabbos candles right afterward (nax
2’070 7N n"R). The reason for this is because the husband lights on
behalf of his wife; thus, he should lechatchila light the Chanukah
candles before she takes in Shabbos (3”170 mbw 111 n"w).

If it is getting late, the wife can light Shabbos candles before her
husband lights Chanukah candles. She is yotzei when he lights even
though she already accepted Shabbos. It is best if she lights the
Shabbos candles right after her husband lights one Chanukah
candle. This way, she fulfills her basic mitzvah of lighting Chanukah
candles before she lights Shabbos candles. Then, the husband
should light the rest of the Chanukah candles (aw1's°n vx 13).
Minhag Yerushalayim. The minhag of Yerushalayim is to light
Shabbos candles 40 minutes before shekiyah (,72my v »x 100
3570 7'M nov nwn n"w). Some poskim say this also applies on Erev
Shabbos Chanukah. The Chanukah candles are lit beforehand, but
after plag (nxmm 2'n nxMA Y20, 05w 7M1 Dwa 271p 0 2N DI DTYM
'»). Others say on this Shabbos, the Chanukah candles are lit 25
minutes before shekiyah, immediately followed by the Shabbos
candles (ow ooan oYM AR Rk mb). There is no need for hataras
nedorim since when one originally undertook the 40-minute
chumra, it was not for Shabbos Chanukah.

Davening Minchah Before Lighting

11.

12.

13.

On Erev Shabbos, one should lechatchila daven Minchah before
lighting (’po "X ®"pan »o0 XnoR DWA 2"p0 V"YIN "0 I'n); otherwise, it
looks somewhat inconsistent ("po ¥’iyw). One can daven at
minchah gedolah. Chasidim who prefer to daven after minchah
ketanah and in Shabbos clothes should schedule Minchah in the
beis medrash earlier than usual and go home afterward to light
Chanukah candles.

A word of advice. It is also advisable to daven Minchah earlier from
a practical standpoint. Many people plan to light first and then
daven Minchah with a minyan but due to their extensive
preparations for this lofty Shabbos Chanukah, they get delayed and
end up davening Minchah alone or in the ezras nashim of the shul
while the minyan is up to Lechah Dodi or later. The wise person
anticipates potential outcomes and plans accordingly. Especially
when one is going away for Shabbos, experience shows he will end
up davening Minchah alone if he gets delayed or leaves at the last
minute and did not daven in advance.

Still, many people daven Minchah after lighting Chanukah candles.
They have poskim to rely on, as stated in the Siddur HaShelah (x).
This is certainly true when one lights his Chanukah candles very
close to shekiyah; in such a case, there is no inconsistency involving
Minchah, lighting, and accepting Shabbos since he is lighting when
Chazal said to light and has no option to light later (ow x"fyw).

Candles Must Burn Until Half an Hour after Tzeis

14.

15.

On Erev Shabbos, one must make sure to put enough oil in his
menorah for the candles to burn until at least half an hour after
tzeis hakochavim (2"po v"yn "o 2"n).

Children who light wax candles must also make sure they will burn
until half an hour after tzeis. In general, the standard, colorful wax
Chanukah candles only burn for half an hour from when they are
lit. Thus, one must use longer candles on Erev Shabbos so his
brachah is not levatalah. At least one candle [the first one to be lit
(rpo ornn 99)] should be long enough to burn for the requisite
amount of time (3 »n » mvan yp ,A3RN O30 .0V 2').
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Menorah Went Out before Kabbalas Shabbos

16. If, when the candles were lit, they had the potential to burn for the
requisite amount of time, one does not need to relight them if they
went out sooner. This is true even if they went out before Kabbalas
Shabbos on Erev Shabbos, which is still daytime (3o 2y n»~o y"w).
One who wants to be machmir and relight them should not make a
brachah since he already made the brachah when he fulfilled
Chazal’s enactment to light before shekiyah on Erev Shabbos (x"mn).

17. Some say it is proper to be machmir and relight them, especially if
they went out on Erev Shabbos before Kabbalas Shabbos since on
Erev Shabbos, they are not lit at the time of the chiyuv. Still, one
should not make a brachah since he made a brachah when it was
permissible to do so (v"po V).

18. If a person’s menorah went out after he took in Shabbos, he may
ask someone who has not yet accepted Shabbos to relight them for
him (opo ow 2'n).

Moving the Menorah after the Candles Go Out
19. The menorah is muktzeh. Many people light their Chanukah candles in
their homes at a low spot by the door. This creates a concern that
children will knock it over, etc. They therefore want to move it to a safe
place after fulfilling the mitzvah. However, the menorah is muktzeh
even after the candles go out. When Shabbos came in and the menorah
was lit, the cups, oil, and wicks all got the status of a bosis for the flames,
as stated in Shulchon Aruch (x"0v"y10), and anything muktzeh at bein
hashemashos is muktzeh for the entire Shabbos (x’po am).

Bosis for mutar and assur objects. If one wants to move the

menorah on Shabbos after the candles go out, before Shabbos he

should make the stool the menorah sits on a bosis for something
assur and mutar by putting something valuable, e.g., a gold watch
or woman’s ring, on it. Then, after the candles go out, he may
move the stool with the menorah on it to a safe place ("y1”oa™m

VNP VP NI MMX,17po). We do not say since one cannot move

the menorah at bein hashemashos due to hilchos Chanukah, the

heter of a bosis for assur and mutar items does not work. This is
because even at bein hashemashos one may move the menorah

within its place. This is enough to avoid the issur of muktzeh (vm

A MX 3P 70 11’1 NP VIV NMw3).

Broken Glass

21. In the house. If glass from the menorah broke on Shabbos in the
house and there is a fear people will injure themselves on the shards,
there is no issur muktzeh to move them, even by hand (o v »o &'m1).

22. On the street. If the glass broke on the street in a karmelis and there
is a fear people will injure themselves, one may move them more
than four amos even if there is no eiruv ("ypo 2m ™o " "o Y1),

Lighting on Motzei Shabbos

The Time for Ma’ariv

23. Some daven Ma'ariv earlier than usual on Motzei Shabbos of
Chanukoh in order to light as close as possible to shki’'oh/tzeis (x™n
0150 WA AT 1,9 Mk 21 7wpn) in accordance with the opinion of the
Rambam that one may not make a brochoh more than a half-hour
after the zman to light. Nevertheless, one may not light before it is
definitely night chas vesholom (@227 771 27770 Y"nxea).

24. Others wonder how one may leave Shabbos — which is de’oraiso — to
fulfill a mitzvoh derabonon (@>wrv 77ax3 1m 7"3). Therefore, everyone
should daven Ma’ariv at his usual time, be it tzeis or Rabbeinu Tam,
and light immediately afterwards (1'n n"x nw ,x"wn mp YR "wR XM
1719 IPan Yp RN i ,270 ~o). They hold that the lighting times do
not apply on Motzei Shabbos (757 7> ,naw o’nn »n).

25. One should prepare his menorah as much as possible on Erev
Shabbos to minimize delay on Motzei Shabbos. He should hurry
home to light right after davening.

Which Comes First, Havdoloh or Lighting?

26. Some poskim hold that one should first make Havdoloh and a
brochoh acharonoh on the wine (772'vn’2my no1n mwn), and only
then light the menoroh since Havdoloh is todir (n"am n™o v ™n 7).

27. Others hold that one should light first and make Havdoloh afterwards
(X P2 R TR XN X' pw) in order to delay the end of Shabbos as
much as possible (3"po 2m); until Havdoloh is made, there is still a trace
of the Shabbos neshomoh’s kedushoh (x"po v'x). Additionally, pirsumei
niso takes precedence.

28. Some say that all agree one who lights outside must light before
Havdoloh since lighting the menoroh is the first mitzvoh he encounters
upon returning home from shul (7"p »o 113 mxn), at least if the menoroh
was already prepared and ready to be lit (752307 a0 a3 7).

29. Some say that in shul, the menoroh should be lit before Havdoloh in
accordance with the Shulchon Oruch, and at home, it should be lit
after Havdoloh. Ultimately, either approach has support from poskim.

30. The menoroh is lit in shul after Kaddish Tiskabeil, before Oleinu
(xnby 213791 xPRM 73nm). Some say to light before Kaddish Tiskabeil
since the lighting in shul requires a tzibbur and after Tiskabeil, there
is no longer a status of ‘tzibbur’ ("> o 2'n y'mwn Mo an).

20.

Mitzvoh Goreres Mitzvoh

31. Some light the shamash for the menoroh from the Havdoloh candle
—since it was used for the mitzvoh of Havdoloh, it is fitting for it to be
used for another mitzvoh (X"po X"511 2703 WY 71 PY1,W™1DD 3nn).

Kriyas HaTorah — Shabbos Rosh Chodesh Chanukah

Three Sifrei Torah

32. This year [5786], Rosh Chodesh Teves falls on Shabbos Chanukah.
We take out three sifrei Torah and read the parshas hashavua, the
parshah of Rosh Chodesh, and the parshah of Chanukah, in that
order (10 7"57n "0 p"w). The parshah of Rosh Chodesh precedes that
of Chanukah based on the rule TP 91N ,7°TN 1PXW1 TN ("po 2"N).

33. The parshas hashavua is divided into six or more aliyos (v’poam). A
Kohein should not get Acharon of the first sefer Torah since leining
will not be completed from it (¥>po "op "o 2"n). After finishing the
parshas hashavua, the second sefer Torah [for Rosh Chodesh] is
placed next to it — Kaddish is not yet said —and hagbahah and gelilah
are done on the first sefer. The second sefer is then opened and the
parshah is leined in one aliyah. If there were seven aliyos from the
first sefer, a Kohein may get Acharon from the second sefer.

Maftir

34. Kaddish. After leining the parshas hashavua and the parshah of
Rosh Chodesh, Kaddish is said with the third sefer Torah [for Maftir
of Chanukah] next to the second one (v’po ow 2'n). The Kaddish
covers the first sefer Torah even if it is not on the bimah when the
Kaddish is said (r"5po "mp "0 2"n,1"po R'X "1D).

35. If Kaddish was mistakenly said after the parshas hashavua was

leined from the first sefer Torah, it is not repeated after leining the

parshah of Rosh Chodesh (1"5po 2751 70 2'n).

Haftorah. The Chanukah haftorah [“nnw1 °17”], not the Rosh

Chodesh haftarah, is leined since X0°1 *n107D takes precedence over

1. Also, the last parshah leined is that of Chanukah and the

haftorah should connect to the end of the leining (xpo amn).

Mistakenly Put Out Chanukah Sefer Before Rosh Chodesh Sefer
37. If, after leining the parshas hashavua, the Chanukah sefer Torah
was mistakenly put on the bimah and the oleh already said

“Borchu” and “Boruch atah Hashem” of the brachah, he should

finish the brachah and they should lein the parshah of Chanukah.

Afterward, they should lein the parshah of Rosh Chodesh and the

haftorah of Chanukah for xo°1°mo7D even though they finished

with the Rosh Chodesh leining. If they mistakenly leined the Rosh

Chodesh haftorah, they are yotzei (7yv ox1 77 7570 "0 Y""x2).

If they realized the mistake before the oleh said Hashem’s name in

the brachah, even if he already said “Borchu,” they should close the

sefer Torah, bring out the Rosh Chodesh sefer, and the oleh should
make the brachah without repeating “Borchu” (ow).

39. Chazan who returns the sefer Torah. On a Shabbos that three
sefarim are taken out, the chazan should say 199 holding the third
sefer (xno” ww oor Www). If he mistakenly took the first or second
one, he should not exchange it for the third (ow).

Two Sifrei Torah — Rosh Chodesh and Chanukah

40. Two sifrei Torah. When Rosh Chodesh falls on one of the weekdays
of Chanukah [this year on Sunday of Parshas Vayigash], two sifrei
Torah are brought out. The first one is for Rosh Chodesh and
divided into three aliyos; the second is for Chanukah and leined in
one aliyah ("o 170070 y"v).

Mistakenly made four aliyos for first sefer. If they leined Revi’i of
the Rosh Chodesh leining but had not brought out the second
sefer, they do not need to lein anything else. If they had brought
out the second sefer, they must add a fifth aliyah to lein the
parshah of Chanukah from it followed by Kaddish since it would be
disrespectful to put it away without leining from it (opo 27n).

Mistakenly Leined Parshah of Chanukah First

42. If they mistakenly put the Chanukah sefer on the bimah first, the
halachah is the same as that of Shabbos Rosh Chodesh Chanukah
(above, 28). l.e., if the oleh did not make the brachah, they can close
that sefer and lein the parshah of Rosh Chodesh from the other
sefer. This is not disrespectful to the sefer Torah since they will
soon lein from the Chanukah sefer (>"nx>a).

If the oleh already said “Boruch atah Hashem” of the brachah, he
should finish it and they should read the entire Chanukah leining
for Kohein. The rest of the aliyos should be from the Rosh Chodesh
sefer (ow Xm0 X1 ,97mRa 770).

If they leined the parshah of Chanukah until “nmop nxon” for
Kohein and they only realized their mistake after the Kohein’s
brachah after his aliyah, it is preferable that the first three aliyos be
from the parshah of Chanukah and Revi’i from the parshah of Rosh
Chodesh (p "o x'n apy’ npbn n"w).

36.

38.

41.

43.

44,
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